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irom the
superintendent

There is something uniquely inspiring about the summer season in education. While one school year has just
come to a close, another is already beginning to take shape. We celebrate accomplishments, reflect on lessons
learned, and at the very same time begin planning for the opportunities that lie ahead.

As a district, we are proud to be updating our three-year Priority Plan with measurable SMART goals that will
help guide our work and hold us accountable to the commitments we make to students, staff, and our community.
In the coming months, we will launch a public dashboard on our website, allowing our community to track
progress on these goals in real time. Transparency, continuous improvement, and shared ownership remain at
the heart of our work.

This issue of Eagle Eye captures both the celebration of where we have been and the excitement of where we are
headed. Inside, you'll find Principal Roberts’ message for the Class of 2026, highlights from our incredible TEDx
event, and another outstanding musical production. You'll also meet several of our newest team members,

join us in recognizing our Teachers and Staff Members of the Year, and learn more about Indiana's new cell phone
legislation and what it means for schools.

Thank you for your continued partnership and support of Brown County Schools. Together, we are building on a
strong foundation while creating world-class opportunities for every student. As we look ahead to a new school
year, I remain inspired by the talent, dedication, and resilience of our students, staff, families, and community.
Here's to celebrating the past year and embracing all that is yet to come.
Emily Callahan,
Superintendent Brown County Schools
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% BROWN COUNTY SCHOOLS BOARD APPROVES THREE KEY LEADERSHIP APPOINTMENTS %

At its June 1 meeting, the Brown County Schools Board of School Trustees approved three leadership appointments
that will strengthen educational programming, school leadership, and technology services across the district.

Jody Weichman
Principal of BCMS

Zachary Sprout
Director of Technology

Abigail Magner
Principal of VBES

The Board approved Jody Weichman
as the next principal of Brown
County Middle School. Weichman
brings more than a decade of
educational leadership experience,
having served as an assistant
principal in both public and private
school settings. Throughout her
career, she has led initiatives focused
on school safety, student support
systems, instructional improvement,
and positive school culture. A
graduate-level leader with
specialized certifications in dyslexia,
autism, literacy, and school safety,
Weichman has also served as a PLC
coach, RTI coordinator, mentor
teacher, and accreditation reviewer.
Her commitment to fostering strong
relationships and supporting student
success will be a tremendous asset to
the Brown County Middle School

/%unity.g

The Board approved Zachary
Sprout as the district's new
Director of Technology. Sprout
most recently served as Director
of Technology for Southwestern
Consolidated School District,
where he led major infrastructure
improvements, managed critical
educational technology systems,
and oversaw technology
operations supporting students
and staff. A graduate of Purdue
University with a degree in
Computer and Information
Technology and a concentration
in Information Security, Sprout
brings expertise in network
administration, cybersecurity,
educational technology platforms,
and strategic technology planning
His leadership will support Brown
County Schools. in its mission to
serve our students, staff and
school community.

The Board approved Abigail Magner
as the next principal of Van Buren
Elementary School. Magner has
served Brown County Schools for
nearly ten years as an elementary
educator and STEM leader. She
currently serves as the STEM
Leader at Sprunica Elementary
School, where she successfully led
the school to Indiana STEM
Certification in 2024. In addition to
supporting daily school operations
and instructional improvement,
Magner has played a key role in
helping multiple Brown County
elementary schools pursue STEM
certification. Her passion for
student-centered learning, strong
relationships, and collaborative
leadership will help continue Van
Buren Elementary's tradition of

excellence.
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“We are excited to welcome Jody, Abby, and Zachary into these important leadership roles. Each
brings unique talents, experiences, and a deep commitment to serving students. Together, they
will help advance our mission of providing exceptional opportunities for every student while
continuing to strengthen our schools and district for the future.” -Superintendent Emily Callahan






SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY
SPRING BREAK TRIP OVERSEAS

Article written by student, Elayna Stanley

Students from Brown County High School were in a
cooking class, learning to make the Spanish dish, paella,
on their trip.

On their trip to Spain, Brown County High School studentshad g is the first day students arrived in Portugal. In the

just visited the Sagrada Familia, a famous piece of architecture by .« row are Diesel McMillion. Allison Blee. Grace George
Gaudi. In the front row, from left, are Elayna Stanley, Isabel ’ : ’

Miller, Jennica Weinke, Kady Rumple, and Hannah Newlin. In the
second row, are Brooke Anderson, Della Hitchcock, Genevieve
Laguna, Will Foster, Diesel McMillion, Allison Blee, Grace
George, Chloe Sawyer, Heather Sawyer, and Lauren Spiece.

Jennica Weinke, Chloe Sawyer, Genevieve Laguna, Will
Foster, and Brooke Anderson. In the back row are Isabel
Miller, Kady Rumple, Della Hitchcock, and Elayna Stanley.

Brown County Students explore Spain and Portugal during Spring Break trip




During spring break of the 2025-2026 school year at Brown County High School, a small group
of students went on a once-in-a-lifetime trip to Portugal and Spain. After saving up money
through fundraisers, donations, and hard work, the teens and chaperones boarded a flight to
Lisbon at 9 p.m. on March 15. Over the course of the trip, students visited Lisbon and Cascais in
Portugal, then went on to Madrid, Mérida, Toledo, and Barcelona in Spain. Some highlights
included Roman ruins, the Prado Museum, an ancient sword factory, and multiple works of the
Spanish architect Gaudi, including the famous Sagrada Familia. Though this trip lasted only nine
days, its memories will last a lifetime, with students remarking on the deep impact it had on
them personally. Junior Isabel Miller commented on the insight she gained from her time
overseas. “This trip gave me new life experiences. | had never been outside the country, so it
gave me a whole new perspective,” Miller reflected. Sophomore Diesel McMillion seemed
similarly affected by the trip. “It was a great opportunity, it meant that | was able to go and see
parts of the world that | never thought | would have been able to before,” McMillion said.
Experiencing new countries and cultures no doubt affected these students, but the impact it had
on their comprehension of a foreign language is also apparent. Junior Brooke Anderson spoke
on the improvement she noticed in her Spanish proficiency. “It was definitely very intimidating to
speak Spanish, but | was able to learn a lot by being put in situations where | needed to speak it
Anderson said. Senior Will Foster mentioned their initial apprehension towards the language
barrier. “It was slightly intimidating, but it wasn’'t much of an issue, and it was a great learning
experience,’ Foster recalled. Overall, the personal benefits of this trip were exponential, but the
benefits of being in such a small group were also unmistakable. Many students found the trip
brought them closer to their fellow travelers, creating an almost family-like atmosphere. Foster
reflected on the camaraderie they experienced. “It was nice to be able to go there with other
people, especially people my own age. Many of us got super close,’ Foster said. McMillon was
able to develop friendships along the way. ‘| was a little nervous since | was the only guy on the
trip, but | made a lot of friends and had a lot of fun,” McMillion shared.

ripofa

Though the goal of this trip was to share
Spanish culture with a future generation, the
simple aspect of travel in itself is what Brown
County High School Spanish teacher Lauren
Spiece wishes to instill in these teens. Spiece
was a chaperone for her students as they
traveled to Spain and Portugal, adopting the
role of “mom of the group” and sharing her
love of travel. Spiece believes that the students
who accompanied her will look for more
opportunities like this in the future. “I think
the majority of these kids will want to travel
more after this experience, it gives them that
‘travel itch’, whether it gets them thinking of
studying abroad or just visiting more places,”
Spiece stated. When the students themselves
were asked whether they planned to travel
more in the future, 100 percent of them
responded with an absolute yes. Looking
forward, this trip has inspired these students to

widen their horizons and form close bonds. By “It was a great opportunity, it meant that | was able to go and see

parts of the world that | never thought | would have been able to
before.” Diesel McMillion

encouraging them to see more than what is
right in front of them, it has become not only a
pivotal moment in their lives, but a deciding
factor in their futures.



MUSICAL

The cast of Once Upon a Mattress took us on a magical quest to find Prince Dauntless a wife. Adapted from the
classic fairytale “The Princess and the Pea” this musical took us on a family friendly journey with humor and catchy
songs along the way. The whole kingdom was invested in finding the Prince a wife but his mother, Queen Aggravain,
had to find the Princess to be suitable to her liking before the prince could marry. The Queen’s impossible standards
made for a lengthy memorable process, and the audience was along for the wild journey.

Pictured Above: Chloe Allen portraying Queen Aggravain and Maycee
Riggle portraying Princess Winnifred, affectionally known as FRED,
perform in the shadows as Theo King (the minstrel) sings for the
opening Scene of the musical. In this scene the Queen and Princess

act through what test the Princess will be required to pass in order to
gain the Queen’s approval to marry her son, Prince Dauntless.

Audiences joined the cast and crew
of "Once Upon a Mattress" at
Brown County High School ina
hilarious take on a classic tale.
They followed Princess Winnifred,
Prince Dauntless, Sir Harry, and
countless others as they tried to
outwit the scheming Queen
Aggravain. This production took
place over 2 weekends with 6
opportunities to see the show,
beginning April 10" and ending on
April 19", 2026. The “Pea test” in
the show stands to prove a hyper-
sensitivity to the single pea under
the mattress is a genetic trait that
shows “royal blood" has a delicate
nature no matter how they look on
the outside. Although the journey
was a bit bumpy to find the Prince
a wife, in the end Prince Dauntless
finally rebels against his
overbearing mother. When he tells
her to "shut up," the curse on his
father is broken. In the end, the
mouse did beat the crow and the
kingdom gained a princess. In this
heartfelt tale, audiences learned
that you should always stand up for
what is right and that true nobility,
depth, and character come from
emotional and mental sensitivity
rather than wealth or appearance.
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Eagle Park, A Masterpiece Nestled in the Hills
Eagle Park stands out as a true crown jewel of Nashville, Indiana, showcasing the unmatched natural beauty
of the Brown County landscape. When Brown County Schools hosted the IHSAA Class 1A Girls Softball Semi-
State tournament on June 6, 2026, athletes and fans from across Indiana stepped into a venue that perfectly
combines high-stakes competitive sports with the serene aesthetic of the Hoosier hills.
- Scenic Backdrop: Towering hardwood trees and rolling hills cradle the facility, providing a panoramic screen
of vibrant summer green that makes every play look picture perfect.
- Sunsets and Skyline: As day games transitioned to evening showdowns, the legendary Brown County
skyline lit up with warm gold and amber hues, washing over the outfield fence.
- Pristine Grounds: Beyond the well-manicured diamond, the park’s pristine green open spaces mirrored the
famous, expansive wilderness of the nearby Brown County State Park.
- Welcoming Atmosphere: The rustic charm of Nashville, Indiana blended effortlessly with the modern
athletics venue, making visiting schools feel like they were playing in a hidden valley oasis.
Eagle Park proved that a sports venue can be more than just dirt and fences, but it can be an extension of the
beautiful wilderness that makes Indiana's hill country so iconic.

We are PROUD to call Eagle Park home for our school community at Brown County Schools!
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INVENTION
ONVENTION:

RTX Invention Convention U.S. Nationals 2026

There were 305,000 Invention Convention entries across the country and only 513
inventors were invited to compete at nationals; Brown County Schools had 6 inventors
who participated in the competition. The U.S. Nationals 2026 event was held at The
Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan from June 3-5, 2026.

Invention Convention students
were tasked with identifying a
problem and engineering a
functional solution. This year,
Van Buren Elementary School
had two students and Sprunica
Elementary School four
students qualify for the U.S.
National competition.

Our inventors were:
« Ellie Spiece
e Brooklyn Crossley
e Conner Barrett
» Layla Castongia
e Owen Bohbrink

PICTURED WITH THEIR PRINCIPAL SHANE KILLINGER ARE: LAYLA CASTONGIA, OWEN
°
Ryan HattChett BOHBRINK, CONNOR BARRETT, AND RYAN HATTCHETT AT US NATIONALS.



» Ellie Spiece the Creator of the Bubbler
Cover used 3D printing technology to
design a guard for school drinking
fountains to prevent the spread of germs.
When asked about presenting at
competition: "I'm excited, because I like
to present," she said. (Pictured top left)

» Brooklyn Crossley invented Fidget &
Fashion.Co. She described her invention
as: “This is a fashionable bracelet with an
alternate purpose. Instead of charms the
bracelet has miniature fidgets on it. This
is to help students who need fidgets
(such as students with ADHD) to be
more discreet and not to feel singled out
due to their fidget needs.” (Pictured

Vani®
R bottom left)
}chg eJ[
(}a,ahi.on.Co |
. —_— { < Conner Barrett -created the Mutt-o-Mat;
:@ =l - i a portable dog washing device.

e [Layla Castongia invented the Kidnapper
Trapper. her invention assists in keeping
children safe from kidnappings.

» Owen Bohbrink invented the Life Lifter.
His device was created to assist goat's
while they birth their young.

e Ryan Hattchett created the Excavator
Safety Guard. His device helps prevent
excavator accidents.




TEACH

On Monday, June 1%, 2026 Brown County Schools honored our teachers and staff members
of the year at each building and at the district level The love, support, and joy was palpable.

SUPPORT

Van Buren Elementary School recognized Jill JHelmsburg Elementary School recognized  Sprunica Elementary School recognized
LaGiglia as its 2026 Teacher of the Year, Bri Jodie Silbaugh as its 2026 Teacher of the Meg Farlow as its 2026 Teacher of the
Robertson as its 2026 Staff Member of the Year,  Year. Dawn Seidle-Barnett was named Staff ~ Year and Matt Owens as its 2026 Staff
and Audrey Morgan as the Brown County Member of the Year but was unable to attend Member of the Year. “Matt’s ability to help
Schools District Teacher of the Year. “Ms. the recognition event and is not pictured. students break down their work, build
LaGiglia’s work with some of our youngest “Jodie is the kind of teacher who goes above understanding, and gain confidence has
learners exemplifies our vision of World-Class and beyond every day to create meaningful ~ been noticed and appreciated by everyone
Opportunities, Small School Relationships, and learning experiences for students and inspire around him,” shared colleague Jessica
Lifelong Impact,” shared her colleagues. In her those around her,” said Principal Kelli Elliott. “Your absence next year will be felt
kindergarten classroom, these pillars are brought  Bruner. by all. Enjoy your retirement, and

to life every day. Bri is positive, caring, and always ~ “Dawn has been an invaluable part of our congratulations!” Colleagues also praised
willing to step in wherever she is needed, school as our reading intervention specialist. ~ Meg for the positive impact she has on
consistently going above and beyond for students  The impact she has on students is evident young learners. “Ms. Meg is such a joy to
and staff. every day. She is passionate about helping have in our preschool classrooms. She is
Audrey Morgan was also honored as the Brown  children succeed and works tirelessly to always putting her best foot forward no
County Schools District Teacher of the Year for  ensure every student receives the support matter what is going on. She has built

her exceptional commitment to student learning  they need to grow as a reader and learner.”  meaningful relationships with each child.”

and success.

Retirees Rob Abraham Terri Whitcomb, Juhe Adams, and Matt Owens enjoy their comphmentary rocklng chairs as their coworkers spoke about
the legacies they’ll leave behind at Brown County Schools. Other retirees include: Matt Noriega, Bruce Koopman, Jane Phillips, and Brian Hawley.



Natalie Price was the staff member of
the year and Mike Harmon was the
teacher of the year at Brown County
Middle School. “Natalie deeply cares
for our students, not only as a
counselor but also a coach. She always
puts the kids first and admirably
stands up for them when they need
it.” “Mr. Harmon is always looking to
bring fun and engaging activities to
the classroom. He is able to get
students excited about a class that
gives many anxiety.” These were just
some of the kind words spoken by
their coworkers.

Emily Lewellen was the teacher of the year and Tonia
Griffin was the staff member of the year at BCHS.

Principal Sarah Roberts said the following statements:

“Tonia represents the very best of BCHS. In just one
year, she has earned the respect, admiration, and
trust of both staff and students through her work
ethic, compassion, humility, and unwavering
commitment to doing what is best for kids.” “Emily
represents the very best of BCHS and Brown County
Schools. For 13 years, she has poured her heart,
talent, and relentless dedication into serving students,
building relationships, and creating extraordinary
learning experiences that leave lasting impacts well
beyond the classroom walls.”

Audrey Morgan was the district teacher
of the year and Reva Shugars was the
district staff member of the year. Their
coworkers said the following remarks:
“Reva took over a program that was in
transition and has been the positive rock
it needed. She is wonderful with kids
and you could never tell this is her first
year of teaching.” “Every single day
Audrey comes to school with the most
positive attitude! She loves and cares for
each child! She takes into consideration
the student needs, connecting with each
and every one of her students!”

LIFE LONG IMPACT

Honoring our staff members who have been with the school corporation for 10, 20, and 30 years!
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TEDX BROWN COUNTY YOUTH: BLUEPRINTS & BREAKTHROUGHS

On May 16, 2026, the stage at the Brown County Music Center once again became a platform for courage,
creativity, and student voice as Brown County Schools hosted TEDx Brown County Youth: Blueprints &
Breakthroughs. Now in its third year, TEDx Brown County Youth has grown into one of the district's signature
experiences, providing students with an opportunity to share ideas worth spreading while developing skills in
communication, research, storytelling, and leadership. What began as an ambitious idea has evolved into a
movement that empowers students from every school across the district to find their voice and use it to make an
impact.

The theme, Blueprints & Breakthroughs, challenged speakers to explore the plans, experiences, and moments that
shape who we become—and the unexpected breakthroughs that occur along the way. Throughout the day,
audiences were inspired by stories of resilience, innovation, friendship, service, personal growth, and community
impact. Student speakers tackled a wide range of topics. They encouraged us to embrace mistakes, challenge fast
fashion, build stronger friendships, prepare our communities for disasters, advocate for individuals with disabilities,
celebrate originality, and recognize the power of kindness and service. Others shared lessons learned through chess,
body image struggles, technical education pathways, and the importance of choosing growth over perfection.

Behind the scenes, TEDx Brown County Youth is truly a community effort. Students spent months researching,
writing, revising, rehearsing, and refining their talks through the TED-Ed Student Talks process. Educators,
mentors, families, volunteers, community partners, and sponsors worked together to support each speaker's journey
from idea to stage. The day was also an opportunity to celebrate the continued growth of Brown County Schools'
commitment to student voice. Through TED-Ed Student Talks, students across all grade levels are learning how to
communicate ideas effectively, think critically, and engage in meaningful dialogue. These are skills that extend far
beyond the stage and prepare students for success in college, careers, and life. As the curtains closed on Blueprints
& Breakthroughs, one message remained clear: blueprints provide direction, but breakthroughs happen when
people have the courage to step beyond the plan.

awmlm |




BROWN COUNTY

“Good Morning graduates, families, staff, and community. Standing here today is incredibly special for
me, because for many of you, this isn’t where our story began. I've known so many of you since you
were little, back in elementary school classrooms, on playgrounds, in gyms, on fields... when your
backpacks were almost bigger than you and your dreams were just beginning to take shape. And now
look at you. Confident. Resilient. Ready. It’s hard to put into words the kind of pride I feel today. Not
just because you made it to graduation, but because I've seen the journey it took to get here. I've seen
your growth, your struggles, your laughter, and your determination. I've seen who you were... and who
you've become. And I want you to hear this clearly, you have already made an impact. You matter. You
have left your mark on this school in ways that will last far beyond today. But today isn’t just about
looking back, it’s about stepping forward. Tomorrow, life will look a little different. And Monday
morning, for the first time, you won'’t be walking through the halls of BCHS as students. That reality

| can feel exciting... and maybe a little overwhelming too. So I want to remind you of something

place...these people...this community. ..you will always belong here no matter where life takes you, no
matter how far you go, you will always have a place to come back to. And I hope you do. Come back
when you land your first job. Come back when you figure out what you’re passionate about. Come
| back when life doesn’t go as planned. And especially—come back when you have something to
celebrate. Even the smallest victories matter. We want to celebrate with you. We want to cheer you on.
We want to see the lives you're building and the difference you're making. And you will make a
difference. Not because you have everything figured out—but because you’ve learned how to keep
going even when things are hard. You've learned how to support each other. You've learned how to
grow. That’s what will carry you forward. As you leave today, I hope you carry three things with you:

. First—confidence in who you are. You are more capable than you realize. Second—gratitude for the
C o nfl d en t people who helped you get here. None of us do this alone. And third—courage. The courage to take
risks, to fail, to learn, and to keep moving forward anyway. Success isn’t about having a perfect path—

R esl I ien t it’s about continuing to walk it, even when it’s uncertain. Class of 2026, I am so proud of you. Not just
for what you've accomplished, but for who you are. And while today may feel like an ending, it’s really
R ea d y just the beginning of everything that’s ahead. So go chase your dreams. Go make your mark. Go build a

life you're proud of. And don’t forget where you came from. Because we will always be here cheering
you on, welcoming you back, and reminding you just how proud we are. Congratulations, graduates.” -
-- Principal Sarah Roberts




ATTENTION NEW CELL PHONE &
STUDENTS & PARENTS PERSONAL DEVICE POLICY
;”_____—

Effective for the : In Compliance with

2026-2027 Indiana
School Year Senate Bill 78

BELLTO BEl.l. —
DEVICE FREE Rd

To support student learning and comply with
Indiana Senate Bill 78, all personal electronic
devices must be:

&) POWERED OFF

STDHED in the student’s

assigned LOCKER AIRPODS /
KEPT in the locker for the EARBUDS
ENTIRE SCHOOL DAY @ ANY OTHER

PERSONAL
ELECTRONIC DEVICE

A IMPORTANT A |I' ExcepTions

These devices may NOT be removed Students who are signing out and
from lockers at ANY time dunng the school dayr leaving campus for:

@ Internship Programs ®
& Apprenticeships
& C4 Programs ﬁ !

PASSENG LUNCH  RESTROOM  STUDY CLASS I.I'l' TE |
PERIODS BREAKS  WALLS  CHAMGES 1:204M-100PW | © Open Lunch

THIS INCLUDES ALL TIMES BETWEEN 8:20 AM AND 3:00 PM. may take their devices with them

when leaving campus.
LOCKER SECURITY

MATTER

YOUR LOCKER IS YOUR SECURE STORAGE LOCATION FOR PERSONAL DEVICES.
PROTECTING YOUR LOCKER COMBINATION HELPS PROTECT YOUR

.-i-.i- LYy 14 :-';.‘ i'-\...'

‘@ DO NOT

share your locker combination
with anyone for any reason.

PERSONAL BELONGINGS AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES.
4:,. THANK YOU FOR HELPING US MAINTAIN A SAFE, QUESTIONS?

Please contact the

FOCUSED LEARNING ENVIRONMENT! sehodl affice o pedminests ation
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Brown County Schools Academic Calendar
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8-5 — First Day of School; 12/18 -- End of Sem 1; 1/5 -- Start of Sem 2; 5/25 -- Last Day of School; 5/28 -- Graduation

NO SCHOOL

9/7-LaborDay; 10/12 - 10/16 -- Fall Break; 11/3 -- Election Day; 11/25 -- 11/27 -- Thanksgiving Break; 12/21 -- 1/4 -- Winter Break;

3/15 -- 3/19 -- Spring Break; 5/4 -- Election Day

MAKE-UP DAYS

1-18, 2-15 and 5-26 through 5-28 if needed

TEACHER WORKDAYS
8/3; 8/4; 10/19 (PIT Conferences); 1/4 (HALF DAY); 5/26 (HALF DAY)
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	in this issue
	EAGLE
	Eye


	from the
	superintendent
	There is something uniquely inspiring about the summer season in education. While one school year has just come to a close, another is already beginning to take shape. We celebrate accomplishments, reflect on lessons learned, and at the very same time begin planning for the opportunities that lie ahead.
	As a district, we are proud to be updating our three-year Priority Plan with measurable SMART goals that will help guide our work and hold us accountable to the commitments we make to students, staff, and our community. In the coming months, we will launch a public dashboard on our website, allowing our community to track progress on these goals in real time. Transparency, continuous improvement, and shared ownership remain at the heart of our work.
	This issue of Eagle Eye captures both the celebration of where we have been and the excitement of where we are headed. Inside, you'll find Principal Roberts’ message for the Class of 2026, highlights from our incredible TEDx event, and another outstanding musical production. You'll also meet several of our newest team members,  join us in recognizing our Teachers and Staff Members of the Year, and learn more about Indiana's new cell phone legislation and what it means for schools.

	BROWN COUNTY SCHOOLS BOARD APPROVES THREE KEY LEADERSHIP APPOINTMENTS
	Zachary Sprout  Director of Technology
	Abigail Magner  Principal of VBES
	Jody Weichman  Principal of BCMS

	SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY SPRING BREAK TRIP OVERSEAS
	Article written by student, Elayna Stanley
	Brown County Students explore Spain and Portugal during Spring Break trip

	trip of a
	LIFETIME
	“It was a great opportunity, it meant that I was able to go and see parts of the world that I never thought I would have been able to before.” Diesel McMillion
	Though the goal of this trip was to share Spanish culture with a future generation, the simple aspect of travel in itself is what Brown County High School Spanish teacher Lauren Spiece wishes to instill in these teens. Spiece was a chaperone for her students as they traveled to Spain and Portugal, adopting the role of “mom of the group” and sharing her love of travel. Spiece believes that the students who accompanied her will look for more opportunities like this in the future. “I think the majority of these kids will want to travel more after this experience, it gives them that ‘travel itch’, whether it gets them thinking of studying abroad or just visiting more places,” Spiece stated. When the students themselves were asked whether they planned to travel more in the future, 100 percent of them responded with an absolute yes. Looking forward, this trip has inspired these students to widen their horizons and form close bonds. By encouraging them to see more than what is right in front of them, it has become not only a pivotal moment in their lives, but a deciding factor in their futures.


	SPRING MUSICAL
	Once Upon A Mattress

	“The friendships, memories, and teamwork we shared throughout this production made this musical more than just a performance for me.”
	Pictured below is the cast and crew just after their final show of the production, Once Upon A Mattress.  Photo Credit of the cast and crew: Tom Preston

	We are PROUD to call Eagle Park home for our school community at Brown County Schools!
	INVENTION CONVENTION:
	RTX Invention Convention U.S. Nationals 2026
	There were 305,000 Invention Convention entries across the country and only 513 inventors were invited to compete at nationals; Brown County Schools had 6 inventors who participated in the competition. The U.S. Nationals 2026 event was held at The Henry Ford Museum  in Dearborn, Michigan from June 3-5, 2026.
	Invention Convention students were tasked with identifying a problem and engineering a functional solution. This year, Van Buren Elementary School had two students and Sprunica Elementary School four students qualify for the U.S. National competition.
	Our inventors were:
	Ellie Spiece
	Brooklyn Crossley
	Conner Barrett
	Layla Castongia
	Owen Bohbrink
	Ryan Hattchett


	VAN BUREN STUDENTS SHOWCASED THE FOLLOWING INVENTIONS:
	SPRUNICA STUDENTS SHOWCASED THE FOLLOWING INVENTIONS:
	TEACH(ER)
	SUPPORT(ER)
	On Monday, June 1st, 2026 Brown County Schools honored our teachers and staff members of the year at each building and at the district level. The love, support, and joy was palpable.
	VAN BUREN
	HELMSBURG
	SPRUNICA
	BCMS
	BCHS
	DISTRICT

	LIFE     LONG    IMPACT
	Honoring our staff members who have been with the school corporation for 10, 20, and 30 years!

	Our youngest messengers shared some of the day's most powerful ideas, reminding us that the greatest breakthroughs are often the ones never drawn into the blueprint.
	TEDx Brown County Youth: Blueprints & Breakthroughs
	Graduating Class of

	2026
	Confident Resilient  Ready
	Always an Eagle

	Brown County Schools
	First Day of School August 5th, 2026
	(VBES, HES, & SES)

	Brown County Schools Academic Calendar
	2026 to 2027
	Aug 2026
	S 1 8 15 22 29
	Sep 2026

	T 1
	W 2 9 16 23 30
	T 3 10 17 24
	F 4 11 18 25
	S 5 12 19 26
	Oct 2026

	T 1 8 15 22 29
	F 2 9 16 23 30
	S 3 10 17 24 31
	Nov 2026

	S 1 8 15 22 29
	T 3 10 17 24
	W 4 11 18 25
	T 5 12 19 26
	F 6 13 20 27
	S 7 14 21 28
	Dec 2026

	T 1 8 15 22 29
	W 2 9 16 23 30
	T 3 10 17 24 31
	F 4 11 18 25
	S 5 12 19 26
	Jan 2027

	F 1 8 15 22 29
	S 2 9 16 23 30
	Feb 2027

	T 2 9 16 23
	W 3 10 17 24
	T 4 11 18 25
	S 6 13 20 27
	Mar 2027

	T 2 9 16 23 30
	W 3 10 17 24 31
	T 4 11 18 25
	F 5 12 19 26
	S 6 13 20
	Apr 2027

	T 1 8 15 22 29
	F 2 9 16 23 30
	S 3 10 17 24
	May 2027

	S 1 8 15 22 29
	Jun 2027

	T 1
	T 3 10 17 24
	S 5 12 19 26
	Aug 2027
	Important dates:

	NO SCHOOL
	MAKE-UP DAYS
	TEACHER WORKDAYS
	8/3; 8/4; 10/19 (P/T Conferences); 1/4 (HALF DAY); 5/26 (HALF DAY)

	Brown County Schools

	Administration

